Mordiford Church of England Primary School
A Foundation School

Mordiford Church of England Primary School is sethe rural village of

Mordiford approximately four miles east of the aitiyHereford. The school enjoys
good links with parents, the local community, HRlgod Church and enjoys some
spectacular countryside views. The school groumdgigie an ideal setting for
learning. The school became a Foundation Schoaf'@eptember 2008 and as such
enjoys some independence from the local authaitigpugh is still maintained by
Herefordshire Council.

Choosing a school for your child is one of the mogiortant decisions that you will
make. We hope that you will find the informationtims prospectus helpful, but if
there is anything else you wish to know, pleasdamrihe school. Visits to the school
are most welcome.

Aims of Mordiford Primary School whose Christian ethos embraces:

To create a welcoming, calm, happy and purposéfbsphere.

To celebrate everyone’s successes and achievemggntsqual
opportunities for all.

To encourage consideration and respect for othretsheeir property.

To provide a broad and balanced curriculum thasaordevelop the
whole child.

To foster a secure and caring school where muésalect is
developed.

To provide positive role models

To provide a school environment which is attragtstenulating and
informative

To provide a framework of support to enable theai¥e development
of all staff

Our school motto is “Treasure Each Individual” where we value each child, their
family and the wide community.
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Targets for the whole school

From our stated aims and objectives for the wholt®al, staff work to achieve the
following targets:

a happy, calm, nurturing school
a stimulating learning environment
partnerships with parents and members of the comynun
equal access and opportunities for all — childmsh @dults
acceptable behaviour and self-discipline
high standards and expectations set accordingilityab
access to a varied and appropriate curriculum
development of independence, positive attitudescanfidence
the provision of good role models
There will be evidence of the above around the gicaiod in the class teaching areas.

All adults working here share, understand and destnate the practice of these
targets.
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The School Environment

Mordiford CE primary School was built in 1817 asda combination of the original
building and more modern accommodation. It is sddiige grounds with ample hard
and grassed play areas, including an enviablesfield. In addition there is a
beautiful garden area with seating and a pondrigirenmental activities. The PTFA
have funded a superb adventure play area. We sudatunate to have a Forest
School site a short walk away at the base of Wastwdhe school has a multi-
purpose hall which is used daily for collective slup, PE, cooked lunches,
celebrations and performances throughout the yéer hall is also used to develop
links with the wider community.

The children are grouped as follows;

Lugg — Reception

Monnow — Year 1 children
Arrow — Year 2 children

Wye — Year 3/Year 4 children
Frome — Year 4/ Year 5 children
Pentaloe — Year 6 children

How the school is organised

Mordiford CE Primary School is a Church of Engléxhool. The children in our
care are from four to eleven years of age.

Administrative Arrangements

The school can admit 19 children into each yeaongr&hildren will normally come
into the school in the September of the acadenac iyewhich they are five years old.

The Oversubscription criteria for Mordiford ChurehEngland Primary, A
Foundation School

Children with a Statement of Special Education deghich names Mordiford school
will be allocated places.

Where the number of children seeking admissioneds¢he Published admission

number of 19, the Governors of Mordiford ChurctEofland Primary School will
apply the following criteria in order of priority:

1. A child who has been designated as a Looked AfteldCwhere the approved
agencies, in consultation with the Governors, agraeMordiford is the most
appropriate to meet the child’s needs.

2. A child who lives within the school’s catchmentare
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3. A child whose brother(s) or sister(s) attend theost at the time of
admission

4. A child with unique circumstances which preventthiegom attending their
designated school (additional evidence is requimethis)

5. A child whose family are active members of the €Chuwf England who are
committed to the practice of the Christian Relig{@his application must be
supported by a letter from the appropriate VicactBeMinister)

6. A child who attends Mordiford Dragons Playgroup

7. A child living outside the school’'s catchment aaga who does not qualify
on any of the above statements will be consideredlation to the distance
from school using the most likely route of travel.

Applications are processed for the academic yetrdrprevious January. Late
applications from families who have just moved itite area are considered
according to the priority criteria above.

Parents seeking a place for their child are asidill tn an application form available
from the school secretarial staff. Parents are @aged to visit the school on an
appointment basis.

If the school is not able to offer a place to ddtdue to over- subscription parents do
have the right of appeal against this decisiorthé&se circumstances the Headteacher
or the school administrative officer would give asvand an appeal form.

Children transfer at 11 years of age to variou8eary Schools within the locality.
The Children’ Services Directorate issues inforgratoooklets to all year six pupils
and their families early in the Autumn term.

The Mordiford Dragons Playgroup, although indeperigerun, is situated in the
school grounds and enjoys close liaison with school
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The School Day

There is someone on duty from 8:35am who is aviglebanswer any queries or pass
on messages to staff. When the bell rings at 8:48aldren are greeted by their
teacher, walk into school in an orderly way, hapgheir coats and go into their own
classroom.

Staff are available to help with younger childrecisthing.

We do ask you to say goodbye to your child in tgground to prevent congestion
and accidents that can happen if there are pugiscleaismall toddlers in the
cloakrooms or classrooms.

If you have a need to see the teacher, we aslydatake an appointment for the
end of the day, unless it is of an urgent naturerwyou are asked to leave a message
with the school secretary. Many members of staifflwafound on the playground
before the start of the school day.

The school day ends at 3:00pm, staff dismiss tidren and bring them to the
playground doorways ready to hand over to a wadihgjt or elder brother or sister.
Pupils who use school transport are escorted tbukeln all cases children are asked
to wait with a teacher if a parent is not present.

Lateness in arrival and collection can be verydssting for children. Teachers have
much to do before and after the school day. Weyasktherefore, to ensure that your
child is at school on time and collected promptlyhe end of the day. Please let us
know if your child is to be collected by someoniedent.

The school day

8:45 — 8:50 Registration

8:50 — 11:00 Lessons

11:00 — 11:15 Break

11:15 —12:15 Lessons (12:30 for Key Stage 2 abnlgr
12:15 (30)- 1:15 Lunch

1:15 — 3:00 Lessons (Ten minute break for R,1 ackil&ren)
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The school is able to offer individual instrumerttation and we
have four visiting music teachers, teaching strilhgass and
woodwind. Costs are charged termly. All childreneive lessons
in a Foreign Language, French is taught througtisischool and
in Key Stage 2 children are given ‘taster’ sessionsther
languages these include: German, Spanish, Welstalgan and
Italian. Extra curricular activities are a stromgture of our
school. Clubs are changed termly and include: £rafiorts and
music activities. These take place either durirggltimch break or
at the end of the school day.

The school provides daily hot lunches. These agarosed by Just Events Catering,
meals are cooked at Fownhope kitchen then sereed dur own by Mrs Holmes.
There is a varied menu to choose from with a nurnbbome cooked dishes using
locally produced goods. Children select the me&ghkvthey are going to have during
the week and these are paid for on a Monday mofpiegse place money in an
envelope clearly marked with your child’s name gadr group). If your child is
absent on a Monday it is possible to pay for hatlsien the first day of return to
school. Menus are sent home well in advance.

The children are supervised by a team of meal sigmes who are well known to
them as they are also classroom support assistants
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Apart from employees in the school we are helped by

The School Nurse
The School Doctor
The Educational Social Worker
The Educational Psychologist
Medical/Behavioural Support Service
Educational Welfare Officer

Staff

A full list of names of all staff can be found imetschool reception area and at the end
of this document. We are all here to do the bestavefor your child. Normally if

you have any concerns you should contact your ‘shildss teacher, as s/he is the

first point of contact and the person who knowsryahild best, but you can always

see the Headteacher by making a prior appointriiéet Headteacher has a teaching
timetable and is not always available to see paneithout an appointment

Attendance

Registers are closed at 8:55am and 1:20 pm. Childre arrive after these times are
deemed late. Therefore they will be recorded a&sHat without authorisation.
Children who arrive over half an hour late will imarked with an unauthorised
absence mark.

Attendance is monitored by the headteacher anBdlieational Welfare Officer. If
lateness persists The Educational Welfare Officay nontact parents. All late
children must report to the office to register treerival. Every effort is made to avoid
the formal procedures because it is distressinglfaoncerned.

It is very important that children attend schogukarly to achieve continuity in the
learning process. However we realise there aresomesiwhen your child may need
to be absent. The is a need to keep the schoohefd about your child’s absence
and a decision is made as to whether the absehggaisthorised’ according to the
legislation and guidance set by the DepartmeniEthrcation (July 1991).

All unexplained absences will be queried by medrssletter from the headteacher
and the response will clarify the situation or cbrdveal miscommunication. If the
absence remains unexplained then the reason fenedss logged danauthorised’
in the register.

The school should be notified of any infectiougontagious illness and the child
should not return to school until the doctor haggiconsent for him/her to do so.
Any absence should be explained either by a phalherca short note to the teacher
on the child’s return.

Holidays should be taken during school closures &ll possible. Only 10 school
days in an academic year (Sept-Aug) can be audtbfa holiday, following a
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written request from the parent. Holidays exceedidglays require the permission of
the governors. Any additional holiday time will lEcorded as ‘unauthorised’. Some
parents request work from their child’s teachebeéacompleted during the holiday.
The school sees this as potentially unhelpful éodhild and would normally not
comply with this request. We would ask that if dalys can only be taken in term
time that test periods be avoided at all costsequest holidays during term time
please write to the governing body who will contgat with a holiday form.

The school sets targets for attendance. Good attereds celebrated at the end of
each term, all children with 100% attendance rexaicertificate. Children with
100% attendance for the year receive a small prize.

Health, Safety and Welfare
Accident procedures

Despite every effort, care and concern, it is gmeghat your child may become ill
whilst at school or have an accident. Minor accidemmd illnesses are dealt with in
the school, the incident recorded and the chiletkbeé by a qualified First Aider. If
necessary, a note alerting you to a serious inthdgrry will be handed to the class
teacher and then to your child to bring home aetie of the school day. Please note
the list of symptoms to look for after your childshhad a bump on the head as
injuries may become apparent hours later, aftetingahe letter with the list of
symptoms to check, please acknowledge receiptedetier by returning the slip at
the bottom.

We can administer water or ice pack only. Injurieguiring further treatment requires
immediate consultation with you. For more serioyaries/incidents emergency
accident procedures are set into operation.

Therefore it is important that the school has up tadate information with regard
to your contact point
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Medications

Staff are only allowed to administer medicine tddren in exceptional
circumstances. Parents are welcome to come intwosah lunchtime to administer a
dose, via the office.

Children who have asthma keep their inhalers wiémt in the classroom. Inhalers
need to be clearly marked with the child’s name.

Children on other long term, regular medication wded to have a special
arrangement made to meet their individual need.

School Nurse or Doctor/ Medical Checks

Medical checks are carried out by the school nangethe school doctor. You will be
given notice of a date and time and asked to attemdedical. You may request a
medical inspection if you have a concern and tihealcnurse will be pleased to
discuss issues with you. The school nurse con@duchp in’ session at least once a
term. There is a health notice board outside tbeptton class where the nurse
provides information on common child illnesses.

The school nurse does not check hair and therefments need to check their child’s
hair regularly for head lice and eggs. Should yahld be infected the treatment is
very simple. The school nurse or your GP or He@lthic can advise you.

Please notify us of any cases if rubella so thatareinform other parents by
displaying notices around school.

Medical discussions with the school nurse or doaterconfidential. We are informed
by the school nurse of any condition which afféhtschild in school and the way we
deal with the situation.

If there are medical circumstances which affectryahild please discuss these with
the class teacher and/or the headteacher as spassible. Medical information
which is requested when your child enters schoeéry important and should be
completed in as much detail as possible.

Fire Drills

These are carried out on a termly basis in ordarah children and adults using
Mordiford School site are familiar with emergenessaeuation procedures. Fire
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Action signs are displayed in all rooms.
Child Protection

The health, safety and well being of all of ourl@tgn are of paramount importance
to all the adults who work in our school. In ouhgol we respect our children and
they have a right to be safe. We have an agredd piatection policy and this
ensures that all staff in our school are clear atfmiactions necessary with regard to
a child protection issue. There is a named penmsaui school who is the nominated
child protection officer. If any teacher suspebt@&tta child in his/her class may be a
victim of abuse, they immediately inform the nanoéiiter of their concerns. Any
action the named person takes when dealing witbsare of child protection is in line
with the procedures outlined in the LA Child Prakeic guidelines. We regard all
information relating to individual child protectiossues as confidential, and we treat
this accordingly. We require all adults employedahool and all adults working
voluntarily in the school to have their applicatietted through the disclosure
procedures in order to ensure there is no evideho#fences involving children or
abuse.

lliness or injury

If children fall ill during the school day or amgjuired they will be taken to the
medical room for attention/treatment. If an ill pligocondition does not improve we
will ring parents or other contacts to make arrangets for the child to go home. A
child should not be sent to school who is obvioulsfyrst thing in the morning.

Behaviour

We have several things which we ask the children temember. These enable a
large community to work safely and harmoniouslyetibgr. Some reminders are
based on our expectations and others on respecaaador one another. Please refer
to the Behaviour policy which is available on resfuieom the school office. School,
and classroom behaviour is decided upon togethértihve children. There are
rewards for good behaviour and effort and sanctemasapplied when behaviour is
deemed unacceptable.

These rewards and sanctions are set out in Belrgvabigy.

We aim to encourage children to accept responsibdi their own actions and try to
help them understand the consequences of theivimeinand the reason why certain
behaviour is unacceptable.

The Elton Committee summarises the effective usanttions as ‘being firm rather
than aggressive, targeting the right pupil, csilng the behaviour not the pupil, using
private rather than public reprimands, being fanl aonsistent, and avoiding sarcasm
and idle threats’.

Sanctions in our school have been devised by ataffpupils and include:
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Being reprimanded

Withdrawing approval, or teachers attention
Time out within the class or in another classroom
Loss of free time

Informing the headteacher , or sending the chilthéoheadteacher for serious
misbehaviour

Informing parent/parents
Writing a note of apology

No child should miss PE lessons or an educatiodalovas a punishment, as
these are vital parts of the curriculum.

Jewellery

Jewellery should not be worn at school. Childrethwierced ears should wear small
sleepers or studs only and these should be takeioroaill P.E lessons for safety
reasons. Watches have to be removed for gamesid.&ra the owner’s
responsibility.

Money

Money is not needed in school accept for:

Lunch/ Breakfast Educational Visits
Bookshop Charity collection
Football club

Toys

Valuable toys should not be in school under anguenstances. One small toy may be
brought in by the younger children. Older pupileistimes like to bring fashionable
cards. This is permissible as long as they do reatte problems when they will be
banned.

Sweets, chocolate and chewing gum are not allowsdhool.

Dogs are not allowed on the playground.

Bikes, roller skates/skateboards are prohibited

The school operates a no smoking policy
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Healthy School

Mordiford is accredited as a
Healthy School and so we
encourage children to eat a
healthy snack at playtime.
Children in KS1 are provided
with a piece of fruit.
Reception children are given
a milk drink, other children
can pay for milk on a termly
basis.

Children may bring a packed lunch from home alttotigs should not include a
fizzy drink or sweets/chocolate coated foods. Welldeequest that no flasks or cans
be included for safety reasons and that contasterald be clearly named.

We do not have refrigerated storage for packedhes@nd parents need to bear this
in mind when preparing the lunch. Uneaten food hallreturned to enable parents to
monitor consumption.
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Water is available at lunch time for those havirgpaked lunch.

The school has a water cooler and each child mzgex bottle. Children are
encouraged to drink water at regular intervalsugghmut the day.

Breakfast club

We offer the opportunity for children to enjoy atmitious breakfast at Mordiford.
Research shows that pupils who eat breakfast are atert and perform better at
school. Breakfast club runs from 7:45 — 8:35 amildeén do not have to book in
advance and food is cooked to order at a very redide price while activities are
available to keep the children stimulated. We viee breakfast club as much as a
social activity as meal provision, parents and rsaaee also welcome.

School Uniform Policy

The basic colours of the children’s clothing areygred and white. We strongly
request and recommend that the children attendo$amthe full attire and that efforts
are made to be smart at all times.

The required attire is as follows:

Plain grey school trousers (short or long)

Plain grey skirt or pinafore dress

Pale grey embroidered polo shirt

Red school sweatshirt or cardigan

White, grey or black socks or tights

Sensible footweanot trainers and no flashing lights
School style summer dress (check) in red and white
Long hair should be tied back

All items may be purchased from The Pavilion oi08ien’s Street

Lost Property

Clearly named coats/jackets and all uniform garsemkes life much easier for your
child and the school staff when they go astray. §¢teol does have a lost property
box in the cloakroom area and this should be tisé place to look if items do go
astray.
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P.E clothing requirement

Change of socks

Plimsolls/pumps/trainers (outdoors only)

White T-shirt

Red shorts

Plain jogging/tracksuit trousers (winter time only)
Tracksuit top

Football boots (KS2 boys and girls)

Hair band (for pupils with long hair)

Swimming — towel, goggles, costume/trunks, haidog hair

All items should be clearly named. All pupils areeeuraged to keep their PE kit in
school at all times and taken home for washing éathterm

Policies

To make sure we have consistency in the way we geathee school there are a range
of policy documents.

The policies fall into two groups:

1. Management Policies
2. Curriculum Policies

All teachers have access to these and governoesbeen consulted about the
policies and are involved in the monitoring. Coppégolicies are available for
parents to look at on request.

How the curriculum is organised

The curriculum is very carefully planned at Morddd’rimary School for Foundation
Stage (4-5 years old), Key Stage 1 (5-7 yearsand)Key Stage 2 (7- 11 years old).

We aim to offer a broad and balanced curriculumcivivialues each child and their
talents.

Planning within the school covers a Foundation &tagriculum and also meets the
requirements of the National Curriculum. Detailgho$ planning are monitored by
the Headteacher, Subject Leader and Governorsidiipeadvice is sought from
colleagues who have responsibility for specificjeats.

The curriculum is planned to provide children wagbportunities to acquire:

A wide range of skills and concepts, the knowledgtudes and confidence essential
to all round understanding and development.
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The Foundation Stage curriculum differs from thenpled National Curriculum on
offer. We offer Reception children a wide rangelaiy activities both indoor and out.
There are play opportunities in painting, cuttistcking, blocks and construction,
dressing up and role play, small world toys, outdday, climbing, balancing, games
with puzzles, books, graphics, music, sound an@mvatoodwork and play with
malleable materials. All children are encouragedxperience these areas whilst
working towards the Early Learning goals.

The Reception Year progress towards a more forchataion with a balance of free
exploration, structured play and set tasks. Theesniemphasis on Numeracy and
Literacy as the children progress through theietimthe Reception class. Children
are not functioning within the National Curriculuahthis stage but will have gained
valuable experiences in readiness for Nationali@uirm requirements in Year 1.

In order to meet the differing levels of abilitytivin each class group we aim to offer
a differentiated curriculum. Children are assesstamally and formally, via SATs
and teacher assessment and every effort is madattthh work to the individual needs
of the child. Children are taught in a variety ay8 to meet the varying needs (as one
of a whole class group, in a small group, in a pai&s an individual). Children with
identified particular needs will have and Indiviti&aucation Plan agreed by the class
teacher, Special Needs Coordinator and Parentsaiked time review. Children

may work on occasion in a small group with and g¢hdrent, teaching assistant or
SENCO).

Subjects are taught either separately or as pantedrated studies. There may be one
subject being taught with work achieved at varyawgls of ability or several subjects
worked by different groups of children in the sactessroom. Due consideration is
given to each subject in the curriculum to achiereadth and balance over a period
of time.

Each term a week is ‘put aside’ to study a paréictheme or topic. The children
enjoy the range of enrichment opportunities expesed during the week.
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Special Educational Needs

Many children have a special educational needrategmint during their school
career and its important to recognise and addhessded as soon as possible. Needs
may be related to emotional difficulties, learnorgoehaviour.

Children who are very able have special needs dsawéhose experiencing
difficulties in other areas.

All pupils are monitored individually by the classachers and there is a monitoring
sheet used throughout for this purpose. Where miang reveals a need immediate
action is taken which has set procedure contrdilethe Revised Code of Practice for
Special Educational Needs. The school has its grati&l Needs Policy based on the
Code of Practice.

Children for whom there is a concern are suppdrtethe class teacher who consults
with the school coordinator for SEN and wherevessilde additional help from
within the school’s staffing resources is given.

Parents are informed, consulted and involved atafies of identification,
monitoring and evaluating. If needs persist pararésconsulted and permission
sought for their child to be placed on the schoSESN register. Involvement by other
professionals may be deemed appropriate.

School Medical Service
Medical/Behaviour Support Service
The Educational Psychologist

The Education Welfare Service
School Support Team.

Equality of access to the curriculum for all chddris addressed via issues related
racism, sexism, negative stereotyping and bilindggeiners through our Equal
Opportunities Policy. All staff ensure that attibsdrelating to gender or race do not
limit the educational experiences of any child.

As a school we are committed to equality of oppatjuand complete inclusion for

all our children and we believe every child hasright to high quality education
matched to their individual needs.
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The Curriculum

Curriculum Policy Statement by the Governors

The Governing body for Mordiford Primary School lza®pted the following
Curriculum Statement:

The aim is to provide a broadly based curriculumachtfacilitates in depth study of
the key elements of mathematics, science, envirdahand social studies, art, craft,
design and technology, music and drama, physicat&ibn, sex and relationships
and religious/moral education. The essential larggiakills of reading, writing,
speaking and listening are integral to all areadtwé curriculum and are acquired
through a balance between independent learningtaadher intervention and
direction. This curriculum policy is set withinframework that expects and seeks to
attain high achievement from all pupils regardle$sace, sex, disability or
background.

This curriculum policy has been developed in theteot of these overall aims for all
pupils:

1. the promotion of their full academic and persomal aocial development
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2. the encouragement of independence in work and judge
3. helping pupils to make decisions within an acceptedal code and
4. the recognition of the four aspects of achievemmately:

- the ability to remember facts accurately and usentin written form

- the ability to identify and solve problems indepenttly

- the ability to work well with others, showing sdcskills of
cooperation and leadership

- motivation and the ability to build on experienceldo learn from
mistakes

Core Areas

The primary curriculum will include the core aredidearning and experience which
are essential to the child’s development and whrehnow defined within the
National Curriculum. These are:

language and literacy
mathematics

science and technology
ICT

Religious education

For the curriculum to have adequate breadth arahbalthe following areas must be
included:

Personal, social, health education including sekraftationships education
appropriate to the ages of the children

Environmental studies, including elements of higtgeography and social
studies

Aesthetic and creative arts

Physical education

At Mordiford Primary School our specific aims fdwetvarious curriculum areas are as
follows:

English
This curriculum area covers speaking and listenieggding and writing (including
handwriting). Children enter school at differerags of development of their English

skills. We aim to develop these skills so that eguld becomes and increasingly
confident and proficient language user
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Speaking and Listening

Speaking and listening skills are developed inrgetaof settings and throughout all
curriculum areas. We encourage communication iarpgseful, clear and orderly
dialogue that is appropriate for a range of ocaesand purposes.

Reading

Reading has a very high status within the schodlve@ seek to create fluent,
discerning, life long readers who value books. \&tevaly involve parents in the
processes of reading and acknowledge the rolerehfsin the development of
reading.

We encourage parents and children to enjoy reaatidgsharing books together.
Where this is a regular practice children makeigant progress. We place great
importance on having a wide range and variety afigubooks available around the
school and in the library. Time is set aside fgular reading and the children are
given the experience of reading alone and togethdrthey are encouraged to discuss
these and make choices about their reading.

We aim to provide attractive book corners whichamwentegral part of the
classrooms. We aim to help develop the literaclysséf reading with enjoyment, be
able to use prediction skills and retrieval skilish books as a source of knowledge.

Library
We have a well resourced library from which childean borrow books.
Writing

We aim to encourage children to recognise thessktiky have acquired already at a
very early stage and help them understand thaingri$ a purposeful and meaningful
activity. We actively encourage children to ‘havgaa and then, with skilful teacher
input and intervention, we work through the recggdistages of development to
achieve standard written English, Spelling and puaton are developed gradually in
the context of children’s writing.

As they develop, children are encouraged to seingras a powerful means of self
expression and communication and to write for geaof purposes and different
audiences.

We believe that good content is essential and bguaging the practice of refining
first draft, we aim to produce interesting contandl quality presentation.
Handwriting is recognised as a skill which can dmyimproved by constant practice
and refinement.

Children are encouraged through Information and @amcation Technology to
develop and extend word processing skills in otddrave alternative formats for the
presentation of their work at their disposal.

Provision is made for children who may be bi-linigailad who write in more than one
script and due status is given to their linguifigxibility.
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Drama

Through the use of spontaneous and rehearsed Cxagn@ance we try to provide
we try to provide opportunities for both individwsalf expression and the
collaborative exploration of issues and attitudesnportance to the children. Drama
is used as a means to explore feelings and emaiwh$o help children understand
social and personal situation. Drama can be useginitorce learning particularly
Literacy skills.

Particularly enjoyable for the children, (not tontien the staff) is the annual
production in which the whole school participategh class four having the main
roles.

Mathematics

Our aim is that children acquire mathematical skalhd concepts in a way that has
relevance for them in the world outside the sclasolvell as throughout the
curriculum.

We work within the National Curriculum framework iwh covers four areas — Using
and Applying Mathematics, Number and Algebra, Sh&pace and Measures and
Handling data.

We aim to help the children understand the prosess®lved in mathematics by
presenting a range of experiences. Children nepdattdice mathematical skills
regularly and to facilitate this supplementary miats are used to provide children
with investigative experiences through class, gr@ared and individual activities,
and to progress at different rates. A publishecheragtics scheme is used to support
the teaching of mathematics throughout the schabisnot used exclusively and
various published materials are also used.

Science
Children follow a programme of scientific study whicovers four main aspects:

Experimental and Investigative Science
Life and Living Processes
Materials and their Properties
Physical Processes

Science may be a focus of a topic, part of a toptaught as a discrete subject.

Our aim is to help children increase their knowkedf the world and to develop the
skills of observation, recording, analysis andnpttetation through scientific
investigations. We encourage the children to deineefair test’ and introduce basic
scientific methods with due regard for curiositgalthy scepticism and critical
evaluation. Children are involved in planning aettiag up their own experiments.
Results are recorded in a variety of ways and aftearporate ICT..
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The school has its own Wildlife Garden which allastéldren to study

plant, pond and animal life at first hand as wslbaserving growth and development
of plants and change in the environment througlséasons. Children are encouraged
to take responsibility for this area themselves.

Many of our subjects are taught through a ‘Therhe is where children improve
skills in many areas all through the study of ayad.

Design Technology

Children will be taught to use purposefully souroésnergy, basic business and
economic skills, systems, structures and mechaniShmren will be actively
involved in problem solving and devising a solution

Children are encouraged to work cooperatively tolwarriving at a feasible solution
and evaluate their finished task.

Children will be taught how to select and use s@oid materials safely and
purposefully.

Information Communications Technology

Computers are used for a range of purposes byrehildcluding processing
information, modelling and handling data. It iscaissed to support the teaching of
other subjects maths games, use of the internet] processing and investigating CD
Roms. Initially the work involves activities to gatonfidence with the computer and
knowledge of the keyboard. Children often use traputer to publish their stories
and poems and print these for display purposesedah IT we have a trolley of
fifteen laptops all classes have timetabled aciwetss facility. Each class has at
least two stand alone computers.

History

In the Early Years and Key Stage 1 cross-curridalpics are used, a specific study
of a history led theme forms the basis of the paogne of study of the National
Curriculum. Pupils are encouraged to draw on imiadediamily history and to
explore the historical background and way of lifgpeople in the past beyond living
memory. Lives of famous men and women and diffepast events will be taught.
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Some information will be obtained second hand IBjt&vito museums, castles and
National Trust properties, and use of artefactsfquraphs, video programmes,
books, films and the Internet. Children are encgedao ask questions about the past,
challenge information and discover more about thvas and surroundings.

At Key Stage 2 children are challenged further réiga their investigative and
deductive skills again through cross curriculamisebut, due to specific demands of
the national curriculum, it is necessary sometitndseat a historical subject on its
own.

Broader more structured understanding of peoplecasilisations are developed as
pupils progress through Key Stage 2 with four aoriégs and four extension studies.
A variety of perspectives on the study are intraliclhe units covered are:
Romans, Anglo-Saxons and Vikings in Britain

Life in Tudor times

Victorian Britain or Britain post 1930

Ancient Greece

Ancient Egypt

Local History

ok wNE

Geography

Foundation Stage and KS1 children develop theirgGagghical knowledge and
understanding through learning about their locairenment leading to a contrasting
area within the United Kingdom and beyond.

Key Stage 2 children study the locality of the siha contrasting locality in the UK
and Europe and are encouraged to consider sineRend differences between
individuals, groups and communities.

Skills such as following direction, map reading anap making are covered, as are
weather observation, surveys and data collection.

Further skills taught are observation and invesiigaabout the quality of the
environment in a locality, economic factors abdt tise of land, communications
and studying rivers and their effect on the landscdhe children’s enquiry skills are
developed through careful questioning and indiviguajects.
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Art & Craft

All children are given a range of opportunitied&velop skills in art, craft and design
activities. They work individually, in groups and a whole class. They build on their
understanding and appreciation of art in a varétiprms and style and from a
variety of cultures.

Children are encouraged to observe natural soammgsontrived stimuli, to develop
an awareness of shape, colour, texture and patsewell as understand the properties
of materials.

Art provides children with a spiritual dimensiontheir learning it enhances their
imagination and intensifies their feelings.

Some materials that children work with are fabpigint, charcoal, crayon, ink,
pastels, pencil, acrylics, wood, clay and dyes. Wetivities such as painting,
drawing collage, model making, close observationkywioe dying, printing, sewing,
knitting and weaving are covered. Children are eraged to mount their own work
much of the art work is displayed in classrooms emdidors around the school. This
is often linked with a topic being studied or sewdtestive work.

Music

All children are given the opportunity to experieravariety of musical activities
which include:
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Performing and Composing
Listening and Appraising

This is achieved by curriculum lessons which inelptaying and singing, performing
with others, composing and arranging pieces of alisiening to and appraising
musical styles from all cultures, developing a seofspitch, timbre, rhythm, tempo,
dynamics, developing ideas of notation and usingionas means of self expression
and a source of pleasure.

There is opportunity for all children to learn taypthe recorder and currently parents
have the choice of paying for individual music tass (woodwind, brass and string
instruments). Children are taken to music appreriatoncerts where possible and
occasionally live performers come to the schooildgén take part in school and
cluster concerts. Music plays an important padskebrations, assemblies and
productions, to which families are invited.

Physical Education

We aim to provide a well balanced programme of ay®ducation through
gymnastics, involving floor work and large and snaplparatus, games, dance,
athletic activities, outdoor and adventurous atiégi a variety of team and individual
games and swimming for all pupils.

This area of the curriculum fosters a positivetadie towards a healthy lifestyle,
coordination and body control. Participation ingllysical education activities helps
children to develop high self esteem and interpeakskills. Children are in receipt of
two PE lessons a week and have access to a nuifrdigeroschool sporting clubs.
Pupils have the opportunity to represent the scimogports matches and local
regional tournaments, at which good sportsmanshgiways a priority. In Years
3,4,5 & 6 children are coached in various sporthss hockey, tennis, football, tag
rugby and cricket when the school arranges forigpsiccoaches to come into school
to work with the children to improve their skills.

Physical Education is a compulsory subject andtaltiren are expected to participate
fully.

Religious Education

It is acknowledged that we are members are menabersnulti-cultural society and
we seek to develop an understanding of and regpeal religious beliefs. The
teaching of religious education is primarily thréwaur curricular topic work and the
celebration of festivals for the six major worldtlfes, these being:

Christianity
Islam
Hinduism
Sikhism
Judaism
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The aim of Religious Education is to help childesieve a knowledge and
understanding of religious beliefs, insights andcpices, so that they are able to
continue in, or come to, their own beliefs and eesphe right of other people to hold
beliefs different from their own. The Religious Edtion provided at the school
follows the RE Agreed Syllabus adopted by the Ghilts Services Directorate.

Collective Worship

Collective Worship occurs daily, either as a whedbool or in Key Stages. Children
are encouraged to take a leading role in some ddmsmAssemblies reflect the rich
and varied heritage of other cultures as well asGhristian heritage. Examples from
the lives and literature of many cultures and ifirovide inspiration and role
models. Each class prepares an assembly to shidwréheischool and parents at least
once a year. Every Friday the school gathers tegdtr a ‘special’ assembly where
achievements are recognised and celebrated together

The presentation of celebrations and seasonalvéé¢stincreases knowledge and
understanding.

Parents may make a request to withdraw a child fiesemblies and religious
education. Such a request would need to be distwasie the Headteacher.

Personal, Social, Health Education & Citizenship

These are key aspects in the preparation of clnilinetheir lives now and as adults
and, possibly, parents in the future. It is hopgweat the ethos of the school — which
emphasises a caring and considerate atmospherelople respect for the individual,
values achievements of everyone and encouragtsiatiwhich enable children to
make a positive contribution to, and live harmosigwvith others in the community.

At appropriate times, opportunities are providedré&sponding to the needs of others
by supporting charities and appeals both localiatetnational..

Mordiford School is a Healthy school and was acteedwith this status in the
Summer of 2005.

In Health education the aim is to provide oppotiesifor children to increase their
understanding about their bodies and how they woyrgiene, diet, how to keep fit,
use/misuse of drugs, what it means to keep healtweloping relationships, their
special responsibility for achieving this and fasterhich promote it. Our school
nurse often supports us in this area.

Sex and relationship education is fundamental@g#rsonal, social and emotional
development of a child. It is a subject which netedise handled sensitively, and one
which requires openness and honesty where resptimsbsdren’s questions are
concerned.

The school provides a planned programme of Sex &otucusing a variety of
approaches suited to the maturity levels of thédodm. These could be integrated in a
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cross curricular topic, through a Science or Hefaltlus, and the use of
published TV or video programmes — after consultatiith parents.

The Governing body agreed a Sex and Relationshilsystatement in 2002 which
is reviewed regularly. Parents have the right tiheiaw a child from Sex Education
issues/lessons. It would be necessary to disciswiin the Headteacher.

Global Awareness

All children are encouraged to be aware of the vwaarld around them. This is done
through studies of particular countries but alsoulgh links with other schools. The
school currently has links with five schools in &pe as well as links with a school in
Tanzania and India.

Philosophy

The children take part in one philosophy sessiameek, this can last anything from
20minutes to 1 %2 hours depending on the topic bedge of the children. These
sessions are led by the children and facilitatethbyteacher. They give children the
opportunity to share ideas and discuss any troubsmay have. It is also an
opportunity to talk around issues which can beisgasor worrying for children.

Monitoring

Every child’s achievement at Mordiford Primary Sehis monitored. All teachers
keep records of each child’s achievements and gppte samples of work are
collected.

Each term parents are invited to meet with classhters to discuss the progress and
interests of the child, both within and out of sacho

Children will be assessed on entry into schodhatage of five, by the teacher against

set criteria. Your child’s progress from this ialtassessment will be monitored as
she/he progresses through the school.

School Prospectus 26



Mordiford Church of England Primary School
A Foundation School

Standard Assessment Tests

Standard Assessment Tests (SATSs) are set by thie foffall children in Years 2 and
6. Information about these assessments will bengiog/ou in the year that your child
is due to be tested. You will receive the resultthese assessments for you child in

printed format (usually as part of the school ahnegort). Whilst we want our pupils
to do the best they can, every effort will be maaminimise any potential feelings of
pressure or anxiety. We usually find a tasty tveatks wonders!

If you are at all concerned about your child’s pesg during the year the teachers
will be pleased to make an appointment with yodisauss your concerns and if
appropriate, plan specific targets together with fgr your child.

Pupils’ Records

Pupils’ records are stored in the office and agaréed as strictly confidential. They
May be seen, on request in writing, at any timg@asents and guardians.

Educational Visits
We are fortunate in the ease of access we haveds &gch in educational
opportunities. On occasions visits to the schoelnaade by people from different

‘walks of life’ and cultures. Such activities caa instrumental in widening the
horizons of all children in school.
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Educational visits take place largely in schoolgiand are carefully
planned to enrich the curriculum on offer. Pareptmission to take part will be
sought.

Educational visits usually incur travelling expesis@d an admission charge. A
subsidy from the school fund and/or the P.T.F.Alligcated to each visit but a
voluntary contribution from parents towards the aanng costs will be requested as
in the terms laid out by the governors’ policy @harging for School Activities’.

Residential Visits

These depend on the availability of staff and apptdosenue. We feel that residential
visits contribute to the academic, personal anthtdevelopment of the child and
aim to offer this experience to every child in yéairhese visits are generally self
funding except for remissions which will be conseateindividually by the governors.

Forest School

Mordiford CE Primary school is in the unique pasitiof having a Forest School site.
An area of West Wood has been cleared by the fgrestnmission for use by our
pupils and staff. Children have equal access tsitee usually in small groups. All
classes visit the site for a ‘block’ (once a weekdix weeks) at some point in the
academic year, but may also visit the site for @fiieessions at any time, consent for
this is given on entry into school.

The journey to Forest School is part of the wholgegience and usually takes no
longer than 15 minutes. Whilst at the site thedrkih work with a variety of tools and
materials. No child is ever set up to fail and ve@dnfound these activities increase
the child’s self esteem. Activities include: jevegll making (elder wood), map sticks,
cooking, bug hunting, camouflage games, treasunéshand drawing.

We value the help and support that parents giweitlsthese visits and often ask that
a parent accompany us on our journey, if you ake tabassist us please mention this
to class teachers. We have one Level 3 Forest bldamter and many other staff who
have attended the Level 1.

Charging for Wilful Damage

Parents will be expected to pay for the cost oaimsgreplacements of school property
in the unlikely event that this is a result of deliate misbehaviour.
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How to help your child at school

It is important that your feels confident and hapjpyput coming to school. The school
wants an effective partnership with parents by wmalyour help in the following
ways:

Coming to school on time both at the beginning and of the day

Getting to know your child’s teacher so that youn share in their
achievements and concerns

Making an appointment to talk about your child

Attending all Parents’ Meetings/Curriculum workskop

Reading at home with your child daily

Reading and responding if necessary to all letteasyour child brings home
Keeping us informed of any changes to circumstantgsh may affect your
child in school

Research shows that effective partnership withrpgarie reflected in a more
successful performance by children at school. Migustandings may possibly occur
but these can be reduced to a minimum if we keepose contact.

We find tremendous value in volunteers helpindhim $chool, however short a period
of time.

Help is needed to work alongside the class teachehe following ways:

To share books with children

To assists with the computer

To play maths and language games

To work in the library

To work in the school book fair

To work with groups of children for sewing, cookiagd crafts
To accompany a group to Forest School and othes &md visits
To assist with visits to the swimming pool

To assist with supervision during cycle training

To work with children in the school grounds anddgar

To support after school clubs

Parents and Friends

The Parents, Teachers and Friends AssociationMenidsuccessful fund events and
the proceeds are presented to the school to buy neanurces to enrich the lives of
our children.

Parents are regularly asked for help by the coremiind details of forthcoming
events are published and reminders placed in néersle

A newsletter is published regularly but urgent miation is circulated by pupil post.
If you feel you are not receiving all the lettetegse see the class teacher or
administrative officer.
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Homework

All pupils are expected to read at home daily artlhe encouraged to find
information to reinforce their work. Year one amwtpupils are given simple weekly
spellings to learn and some sort of game to supthrér literacy or numeracy
lessons. Classes three and four have weekly horkemitch they are encouraged to
complete. Homework should never be a pressurev@lhre trying to do is
consolidate your child’s learning and develop gomatines and working habits that
will stand the children in good stead for the fetuPlease ask your child’s teacher
about any problems with homework.

Severe Weather

The experience of heavy snow falls or flooding magessitate the need to close the
school. Whilst every effort will be made to keep 8thool open, the safety of the
children will always come first. Any such closurél\we announced on Radio
Hereford & Worcester 94.7 FM.

How to resolve a problem

We make every effort to work harmoniously and we aways pleased to discuss
concerns with parents in order to find a resolutiMe are constantly striving for
excellence and this can only be achieved throughrspbest practice and
concentrating on refining our school improvemerdtsgies.

Please keep the communication channels open! Weeayebusy, but never too busy
to discuss a problem. If we are unavailable duster school clubs, meetings or
courses, we will always arrange to see you at @énkest opportunity. Your first
course of action should be with the school (classher then Headteacher) but you
may also wish to talk to a parent governor, on@lodm is usually available in the
playground at the beginning or end of the schogl(d&ull list of governors is
available at school and on our website). If you y@&ir concern needs to be dealt
with more formally, any parent may write to the €iran of Governors:

Mr. John Bentley
Widows Green
Haugh Woods

Mordiford
Hereford

Tel: 01432 870242

A formal complaints procedure can be obtained ftbenschool office.
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Staffing 2010/2011

Mrs. E. Kearns

Mr. E. Sibcy

Mrs. B. Oakley

Mrs. C. Amos

Mrs. H. Broadbridge
Mrs. A. Cooper
Miss. N. Price

Mrs. J. Gregory

Mrs. J. Blenkinsop

Mrs. E. Davies
Mrs K Mole
Mrs. B. Parret

Mrs. H. Scotford

Mrs L Gibbons
Mrs. J. Hewitt
Mrs M Evans

Peripatetic Music Staff
Mrs. L. Ruth
Mrs. L. Price
Mr. A. Jones

A Foundation School

Headteacher
Lugg (Rec ), Senior Teacher
Monnow (Year 1) Teacher
Arrow (Year 2) Teacher
Wye (Year 3/4) Teacher
Frome (Yeds)4Teacher
Pentaloe dl¥6) Senior Teacher
SENCo (Tuesday) Learning Mentoe@)

Teaching Assistant, Breakfdab@G\ssistant,
laimime Supervisor

Teaching Assistant, Lunchtimpe&uisor

Teaching Assistant nichtime Supervisor

Teaching Assistant , Lunchtime euigor

Cleaner in Charge
Secretary

Financial Administrator (Mon, TWeds)
Relief Admingport

Wind Instruments (Mon)
Brass (Tues)
Guitars (Thurs)
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School Terms and Holiday Dates 2010/2011

Autumn Term 2009

Term Starts Monday"6September
Half Term Monday 2% October — Friday 29October
Term Ends Friday 17December

Spring Term 2010

Term Starts Wednesdal' 3anuary
Half Term Monday 2 — Friday 25' February
Term Ends Thursday T4 April

Summer Term 2010

Term Starts Wednesday May
Half Term Monday 30 May — Friday 3 June
Term Ends Friday 2% July

May Day — 2'¢ May 2011
Easter Monday 25" April 2011
Good Friday 22" April 2011
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